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congratulate him for a highly successful career
in the House of Representatives and for being
a role model for those Members who follow.

LEE has been a leader, both as chairman
and ranking member of the International Rela-
tions Committee. His knowledge of America’s
efforts in this world has proven invaluable. His
advice has been sought by other Members
concerning our relations with other countries.
His contributions to the field of foreign affairs
will be sorely missed. But most of all, LEE
HAMILTON serves as a role model as an honor-
able, decent, hardworking, and knowledgeable
Member of this House. I have admired him as
an individual and I have respected him as a
Member. I am proud to call him my friend. I
wish all the best for LEE and his charming wife
Nancy as they enter private life at the close of
this session.
f
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Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to two of
my constituents that operate a farmers market
on Highway 34 near Greeley. Small business
owners and hard-working entrepreneurs
across my home state of Colorado are the
heart and soul of our thriving economy. At the
heart of every small business owner is the en-
trepreneurial spirit of our forefathers who
founded and shaped this great country. I com-
mend Mr. Patrick Kelley and Ms. Mabel
Swafford for their hard work, good business,
and devotion to making their customers
happy. Mr. Kelley and Ms. Swafford sell fresh-
picked fruit and vegetables with a warm smile
and a kind hand. I commend them for their
selfless dedication and extra effort for their
customers. These good people set a fine ex-
ample of why rural Colorado is such a won-
derful place and their work contributes to
building a better Colorado and a stronger
America.
f
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Mr. POSHARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the 50th anniversary of Earl and
Eva Kirk of West Frankfort, Illinois. It is a great
honor to recognize this distinguished couple.
They serve as excellent role models for Illinois
and for future generations to follow. Their lov-
ing family celebrated Earl and Eva’s milestone
last month at a surprise party for them in West
Frankfort. They are very dedicated Franklin
county constituents, and it is my pleasure to
acknowledge them as they celebrate their an-
niversary.

I have known the Kirks for many years now,
and Earl has always been a tremendous help,
especially when I need his assistance with
legislation relating to people with disabilities.
He has been blind for the past eight years,
and has been very active with the blind com-

munity focusing his attention on their con-
cerns. Eva has been a great asset and
strength for Earl and the Illinois Council of the
Blind. Earl is not only an activist on their
issues, but is also one of the founders of the
Three County Blind Support Group in my
hometown of Marion. Every year, when the
nation’s budget is decided in Congress, Earl
and Eva participate in the legislative process
by organizing letter campaigns, making ap-
pointments with various lawmakers, and push-
ing for the necessary research and funding for
national blind programs. Their energy and at-
tention on these issues has been tremendous
and Illinois will be forever grateful for their
dedication.

The Kirks are Illinois natives, and are proud
of their state and their nation. Earl served
faithfully in the United States Infantry Division
during World War II. As soon as he returned,
he wanted to complete college at Southern Illi-
nois University, but finished at Lockyears Busi-
ness College in Evansville, Indiana. He met
Eva in high school on a double date, but was
interested in her, not the blind date he was
with. But in 1948, he met Eva all over again.
She was working as a cashier at the GTE
West Frankfort office, and they were married
the same year. Earl and Eva stayed in West
Frankfort for a few years until he was hired as
a miner and construction worker in New Mex-
ico. Earl even got involved in local politics
there, serving on the Democratic Policy State
Central Committee. The Kirks called New
Mexico home for almost six years, and it was
there where they started raising their children
Debbie and George.

They eventually returned to West Frankfort
in 1958, and helped increase the booming
coal economy in southern Illinois as Earl
worked in the construction of Freeman #5
Mine in Benton. Earl understood the power of
unions, and immediately joined the United
Mine Workers of America District 12. He later
worked at Freeman #4 Mine near Johnston
City, and retired in 1987. The Kirks have re-
mained in southern Illinois since then, and
have been faithful citizens of Franklin county.
They are dedicated participants in civic organi-
zations, such as the American Legion and the
Lions Club. Moreover, the Kirks are faithful
Christians and long time members of Ezra
Church of God. They even have enough time
to assist their local government and health as-
sociations. From the Williamson Human Serv-
ices Agency to the Coalition of Citizens with
Disabilities and the Illinois Council of the Blind,
they exemplify the essence of Illinois citizen-
ship.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize
the Kirks as they reach their milestone. What
an honor to have such distinguished constitu-
ents like the Kirks serving their community,
and their nation. I wish them my very best,
and many blessings as they celebrate their 50
years of marriage.
f
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Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, it is a great

honor for me to rise today to join my col-

leagues in paying special tribute to my good
friend and colleague from Illinois, Mr. SID
YATES. During my tenure in Congress, Mr.
YATES has been an inspiration and a friend.
He welcomed me here on my first day in Con-
gress after my special election in 1988 and I
am glad to call him a friend.

SID YATES has represented the 9th Con-
gressional District and the State of Illinois well.
He has dedicated himself to representing the
citizens of the Great State of Illinois. He has
been a great representative for our state and
as an fellow Illinoisan, I salute Mr. YATES for
his dedication and good work. He is a true
statesman.

Mr. YATES’ distinguished career began as
an attorney in Chicago. He was first elected to
this House in 1948. As a member of this body,
Mr. YATES has been a quiet yet strong voice.

Mr. YATES has risen through the ranks to
hold positions on the Appropriations Commit-
tee. I have worked closely with Mr. YATES in
his capacity as the Ranking Member on the
Interior Subcommittee to develop an interpre-
tive center at the first campsite of Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark. This project is very
exciting, especially since we will be celebrat-
ing the bicentennial of Lewis and Clark’s his-
toric journey to explore the American West in
2003–4. Mr. YATES has worked diligently to
help establish this important center. If this
project comes to fruition, it will be in part due
to Mr. YATES. I appreciate his interest and
hard work on the issue.

Mr. YATES has used his influence on the Ap-
propriations Committee to create new national
parks, wilderness, seashores, lakeshores and
wild and scenic rivers. He has been a great
champion for the arts and humanities. During
years of attacks on the National Endowment
of the Arts, Mr. YATES has been its chief de-
fender. I believe we as a nation owe a debt of
gratitude of Mr. YATES for his perseverance on
preserving the integrity and, in fact, the institu-
tions themselves that promote artistic expres-
sion and our cultural heritage for future gen-
erations.

SID YATES has served this institution well
and he will be missed. I wish Mr. YATES and
his family well in the years to come.
f
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Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate my friend, Thomas M. Barry, on
his promotion to President of the SBC Inter-
national’s Telkom South Africa.

When Tom arrived in this town just a few
short years ago to take the helm of SBC Com-
munication’s Inc. Washington office his assign-
ment was a modest one: to work to modernize
the rules by which the United States tele-
communications industry was governed.

Now, Tom Barry was not your ordinary
Washington lobbyist. Having spent some 30
years with the telephone company and most
recently having come to the world of strategic
planning, he knew a whole lot more about the
true impact of our telecommunications rules
governing universal service and competition in
local and long distance than many who had
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